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LARL F.COOK
1920-1983

Earl Cook was a respected and appreciated Honorary AMember of the Assacia-
Lion of American State Geologists. His administrative career began in 1957 when
he was appointed Dean of the College of Mines at the University of Idaho, und
hence also bv state law the Chiel of the ldaho Bureau of Mines and Geelogy and
State Geolagist. For six vears he served in this cupacily. In 1963-64 he was AASG
president. He left Idaho1n 1983 15 become Bxecutive Secretury of the Division of
Rarth Sciences at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington, D.C. Two
vears laler he moved o Texas A & M University as Assoclate Dean of the College
of Geosciences, becoming Dean of the College in 1971 and zerving there fur 10
years. Those who knew him at College Station aseribe to his leadership and skill
the development of a model college, with a four-fold enrollment growth to 1,000
students by 1981 In that year he stepeed down in grder Lo devote more time to the
scholarship that he foved. At his death, he held the position of Distinguished
Professor of Geography and Grology and the Harris Professor of Geosciences

1y Cook was horn in Bellingham, Washingten, in 1520. He received his Ph 1)
in Geulogy from the University of Washington in 1954, where he also carneda B S,
in Mining Engineering in 1943 and an M.S. in Geology in 1947, He served as a
machine-gunner and squad leader in a cavalry reconnaissance troop in the 9th
Infantry Division, U8 Army, with duty in Eurppe during Warld War I

Pust.war professional activities included being a photo-geologst for Geophot
Services in Denver and a centract geologist with Gulf 0il Corporation in Nevada
and Utah He served as Acting Head and Head of 1the Department of Geology and
Geography at the University of Idaho between 1952 and 1956. He was Acting Dean
and Acting Chief of the Idaho Bureau of Mines and Geology in 1956-57, before
hecoming Dean and Chief the following year. His scholarly publications included
some 100 significant contributions in areas of the geology of the West, energy and
environmental issues, limits to the expioitation of nonrenewahle resources, the
role and history of nuclear industry regulations, and the large-scale problems
assoeiated with charting our nation's energy future.

in 1981 Dr. Cook received the Achievement Award, with gold medal, of the
Ceosciences and Earth Resources Advisory Council of Texas A & M University.
For 10 years prior to his death he served on the National Academy of Science's
Committee on Risks Associated with Nuclear Power. In 1970-72 he was chalrman
of the Committee on Resource Deveiopment and Environmental Compatibility for
the American Institute of Professional Geologists. fn 1969-72 he was chairman of
the Nationa! Affairs Committee of the Ameriean Institute of Mining, Metallurgl-
cal, and Petroleum Engineers; and from 1958 to 1964 he served on the Western
Governors' Mining Advisory Council. His hook, Man, Energy, and Soctety (W, H.
Freeman and Co., 1976} dealt decisively with man's relationship to nature and to
energy. This and many of his other writings revealed how well read he was. He had

cweenine historical approach and a comprehensive view of matters of moment to
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him. He also had a “"monumental love affajr" with the Bnglish language, with
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some of his writings heing masterpteces of clarity und poignancy. He was notl one to
jump on "bandwagons™ of current thought or trends. He repeatedly siressed the
need to view the global energy issue in a systems context A key thesis was that
there i an inherently entrenched resistance in western democratic societies to
changes in resource allocation, especialiy "when the growth of afluence is
threatened.” He aiso maintained a healthy skepugism of the “technoliogical fix "
including the notion thut our energy problems are as mach attitudinal @5 they are
technical. He felt that remedial measures for effectively handling the energy crisis
nust involve bath technological breakihroughs and changes in social structures
wnd political cultures in the developed as weoll as the developing natiens, In this
respect he was a seer to the future.

Throughout his life Dr Cook practiced and preached cxcellence. He was
intolerant of shoddyv reasoning, sloppy procedures, or shaw in personal or publie
affairs, and especially in teaching and rescarch. But he was also noted far his
humer. He was endowed with mueh cizunn, which be only fergot on oceasions when
he felt it necessury to make @ quick quip or insert an appropriate phrase to relocus

attention on an important point. Those who know him will also remember his

eternal zeal for the tasks of 1ife, and his basic reasonableness His larger view of
individual and group obligations was invigoraiing to his associates, We will
remember him as alwavs aiming at what is right and what is necessary to achieve
our potential as 'ndividuals and as a nution
He is survived by his wile, ¥1, and three children
Mavnard 3 Miller
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