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QLAF PiTT JENKINS
1889-1983

B, Olal Pu Jenkins, Sune Geologise and Chicel, Califoroia Diviston ol Mines ansd Geolegy
fromn 1947 o 1958, died Wednescdin, Cretober J00 1933w the age of 540 Ol feokins was o
long-tirne member of AASG, serving as Presidentin DI57-50 He also hostedd the annad mt‘t'fin;.'
held in California in 19, He remaioed an Honorere Mermber Toilowiig his retirement in
158, and 20 vears Luer, dedicated his persanal memore “Buoilding a Stare Geological Surnoev”
1ty the AASG.

Dr. Jenking' interest in geology developed atan early uige. His facher, Olaer B Jenkins,
catoe te Stanford University in [84%] with Dasid St Jordan 1o head the Phasaaloms Depart-
ment, In the universite environmens daring hes boobood wnd vowh, Dro Jenking was exposed
tor sclentefic research, and his interesr in selenee was eneeon aseed by some ol the foremast nouaral
scienetists ol the das.

Asavoush, D Jenkins participated ina government fivheries expedition te the High s
witli a h"”‘IEJ ‘iHIlI\lII‘T thi qti}ﬂ{i. noread, I DL Bebert Anderson and Robert Pack ¢
to be an assistant i % their miappangg of the geology of part of the central Coast Ranges; in B
he joined the Sunford Unboersity expedition to Braal. He made geologic maps of Tennessee
and Arizena, mapped the great Warrior ool {ield ot Al and tanght a1 the Stare College
af Washingion in Pulliman {or 7 sears. Froan J9%5 1o 1928, e was i the Bruarch East Indies i
an eennuinic geotogise Tor Standard Ol Company of New Jerses,

Betwern his retarn frome the Dutwch Fase Todhes i 1925 ane che beginmne of his work .t
the Division of Mines in 192 he obtuined his I degree ar Stanford Univerany,

When Tir, Jenking became chiel geobegist ot the newh oreated Geologie Brapch of the
Mivision of Mines, 10 was chicihy a stnsteal bHureaw deding dlmest exclusinels with mining,
This, he felt, was inadequate service, and he set abous making changes, As bas stall was prae -
tically non-existent, he invited gradiae students omogeolosny e publish ther theses with the
Dnvision. He invited gmlngt%h al all fila&_'phl‘!t’k i contribule o g sakewide geologie map, and
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oil industry.

Response was nummedie, generaus, and praibvng. Graduare stadenis produced gealogic
quadl“mglt‘ maps and other meologic repares; o ilite geologic map on the scale 1 inch Equ;lfs

8 miles was compiled from comributed intormition und published in 1938, During this dme.
lht_‘ Division puhltshud bulletins 11+ and 114 which pl::»\:dcd cnmprchc‘nsn v lJllﬂmgl aphies of
California geology, Bulletin 118, Geologic Formations and cconomic development of the oil
are} gras fields of Califorain, teaturing conurtbutions from each oif company in the state, wis
released in 1943, [t became “the bible™ in the indusiry,

When Olaf Jenkins ook office, tooperative programs with the U5, Geological Survey
(L'SGS) were miznznal. Vopogaphic quadrangle maps for miveh of the state were o', poor,
ar non-existent. He fbughl for and obtained a tremendous increase (85,000 o 3300, 0:00) per
vear for the state engineer o use as mdtchmg funids for topographic mapping to be done by
the T opograhic Branch of the USGS, as well as funds for conperative work between the Dhivision
and the Geologic Branch of the USGS,

In 1947 Dr. Jenkins was appointed State Geologist and Chiet of the Division of Mines and
Geology, headqudr[end int the Ferry Bm]{]mg it San Francisco. Unil bis penod ol service 1o
the siate undul in 1958, he practiceel his basic philesephy: that it was the pamcuhl province
ot the fhyisgas oo I_"‘L.‘.H_{f warew e founnlaten 1ht" Ifmln: (il:l.iul:.t. wuln BT LUUI(i hl:‘
dene by 1:1{[1.151‘:':. and individuals, He piau.. i
public. To further this effort e created \Iiricrdl [nfmmd[lrm Seniu:% {renamed {.m"{,l'mrm:
Creeloiry 11 Y9710, As his wialf rew and tield r‘lrn]:eﬂ: rnulhrﬂmd ﬂnnlnu:r mans anel TepHrTS
flowed from the Division in an ever-swelling strearm. By Iht_‘ time he retired, the Division wis
rc'ujgrtmr: as one o e vwe JToremest e hﬂ()lt}gltdk RUTVEVS in the nation.

Dy Jenkins was an honered member of several professional socteties and instivadons, among
them Phi Beta Kappa, Sigma Xi, the American Association of Petrolenm Geologists {which
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made hum the first honorary life member for his contribution to oil geology and the ol industry),
the American Fostitute of Mining and Metallurgioal Engineers. the Assocution of American
State Genlogists, and the Cadilornia Avademy of Scenves, of » hich he was o Fellow aned one-
e 1evoreling seere lam.

Retrement <licd son el his Loy career. Dro Jenkins engaged in consnliing work until the
ast hen oy - limined fus phasical activan, Fawo autobiographies chronicke, with his
own brand of humor. his lite untl retirement: “Eark Davs—Memuoir™ und “Building a State

Geologr al Survey, Caitfornia 19284587
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